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ORANGEBURG — Griev-
ing relatives of a boy acciden-
tally killed by his father while 
hunting in Springfield say his 
organs have saved the lives of 
three other children.

News outlets report Vince 
Furtick says on Facebook that 
the kidneys and liver of his 
grandson, 9-year-old Colton 
Williams, have been donated. 
Family members say the kid-
neys went to two other chil-
dren in South Carolina and 

the liver went to a child in 
Virginia.

Williams was fatally shot 
on Thanksgiving while rabbit 
hunting with his father and a 
family friend in Springfield 
in Orangeburg County. Fur-
tick says friends from across 

the South attended the boy’s 
funeral on Sunday.

Wi l l iams was a four th-
grader at Kelly Edwards Ele-
mentary School in Williston. 
The school district says coun-
selors will be available at the 
school throughout the week.

Organs of boy killed in accident save 3 lives

Williams
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The Aiken County branch 
of the NAACP will hold a 
presidential candidate forum 
on race on Tuesday night.

I n v i t a -
t ions have 
been sent to 
representa-
tives of each 
Democratic 
and Repub-
lican candi-
date seeking 
nomination 

to run for president, accord-
ing to a news release from the 
local NAACP branch.

The following candidates 
have agreed to send surro-
gates who will speak on be-
half of their campaign:

• Corey Booker.
• Pete Buttigieg.
• Tulsi Gabbard.
• Kamala Harris.
• Bernie Sanders.
• Andrew Yang.
The issues in the forum will 

relate generally to candidates’ 
views related to civil rights 
and racial equality, accord-
ing to the news release.

“We are very excited to pro-
vide the community to see 
representatives from several 
campaigns in one place lo-
cally and in particular to hear 
their views on civil rights and 
race,” Eugene White, NAACP 
Aiken County branch presi-
dent, said.

Questions will pertain to 
how candidates’ platforms 
relating to criminal justice 
reform, education policy and 
economic policy influence 
the African American and 
Latino communities.

Dr. Melencia Johnson, Aik-
en branch first vice president 
and USC Aiken associate pro-
fessor of sociology, will serve 
as the moderator of the event. 

Each candidate will be 
asked a series of questions re-
lated to Aiken branch priori-
ties, according to the release.

Candidate representatives 
will have a two-minute open-
ing statement, 10 minutes to 
answer prepared questions 
and questions from the audi-
ence, and a one-minute clos-
ing statement.

The Aiken County Branch 
NAACP will hold its annual 
meeting following the meeting.

“Our goal is to provide the 
local community with an 
early opportunity to begin 
to think deeply about which 
candidate resonates with 
them most,” White said. 
“Hopefully, this forum will 
provide a tool for them to vote 
their conscious.”

Doors will open for the fo-
rum at 5:30 p.m. at the Cum-
berland AME Church Fel-
lowship Hall located at 111 
Kershaw St. NE.

The forum will be held from 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The event is open for all to 
attend.

County 
NAACP 
to hold 
forum

Johnson
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WAGENER — Emily Evenson likes to 
think of the community closet at Cyril 
B. Busbee Elementary School in Wa-
gener as the “little engine that could.”

The closet chugged along as a small 
wardrobe and one plastic tub for several 
years but this year reached full steam, 
growing into a dedicated room with 
racks and racks of gently used clothes 
organized by size and gender for stu-
dents who need a warm coat or a pair 
of shoes or socks.

The closet also has shelves of book bags 
and school supplies and bags of food 
from Golden Harvest Food Bank for 
children to take home over the weekend.

All of the items in the closet came from 
donations from the community and 
the school’s staff and extended family 
through the spirit of giving.

“We had a lot of community support, 
a lot of community love, which is amaz-
ing, from different churches, commu-
nity organizations and our own parents, 
grandparents and staff members,” said 
Evenson, the school counselor. “There 
are so many people and so many orga-
nizations that help. That’s what keeps 
us being able to continue: the support 
of other people”

“God bless her. Even my own mama 
will go to different places and bring me 
items and help out,” Evenson continued. 
“So, really, we are all just trying to do 

the best we can to support each other 
and make sure these students have what 
they need. It’s a wonderful blessing. It 
really is.”

Evenson said her job as a school coun-
selor is to advocate for children and 
their needs.

“I want to help my students be suc-
cessful in the school environment, and 
sometimes that means they need nec-
essary things like clothing, even if it’s 
having socks under your tennis shoes,” 
she said. “If it’s a cold, cold morning, 
you just need a pair of warm socks. It 
just makes you feel better.

“We’re meeting their needs so they’re 
ready to come to school, ready to learn 
and are happy. I think that’s the most 
important thing. When you’re a happy 
child and you have a full belly and you 
feel good about what you have on and 
you feel comfortable, then you’re more 
likely to want to succeed in the class-
room and are able to focus better. I try 
my hardest to help them with that.”

Evenson said it’s a “wonderful thing” 
to see how many and how much people 
are willing to give.

“They’re thinking of the kids,” she 
said. “I don’t know how else to say it. 
It’s just such a blessing as a school com-
munity to receive that warm welcome. 
It’s just amazing how much people want 
to support and want to give.”

Larry Wood covers education for the 
Aiken Standard.

Season of giving
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Emily Evenson, the school counselor at Cyril B. Busbee Elementary in Wagener, sorts through clothing organized by size and gender in 
the school’s community closet.

Local donations sustain community closet
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Today is Giving Tuesday, and your contributions 
to the Aiken Standard’s annual Community Christ-
mas Card can ensure that school projects like Cyril 
B. Busbee Elementary’s community closet will have 
the clothes, school supplies and food students need 
for the rest of the year.

For just a $1 donation, area residents and visitors can 
support students who might need eyeglasses, shoes, 
school supplies or other services throughout the school 
year.

For that small gift, the Aiken Standard will publish 
the contributors’ names and the names of anyone they 
would like to honor in the Christmas Day issue of the 

Support students 
on Giving Tuesday

Please see STUDENTS, page 8A
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